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But the Berkshire village of Pangbourne, las* home of author Kenneth 

Gra-hame. is seeing a disturbing new chapter in its history. 

it is the latest rural com-munity to have its peace destroyed by an invasion of 

travellers. Forty of them have bought 1 5 acres, gravelled over a meadow and 

turned it into a caravan park. 
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part of an £11 million estate sold off recently. It backs on to Riverview Road, 
where houses cost anything from £500,000 to more than £lmil!ion. The first 
three caravans arrived at the hillside site at 

the end of May.. Within a week, nine more arrived, fresh off the boat from 
i Ireland, 

By then, the travellers had created hard standings for their caravans and built 
corral-style wooden fences for their horses, despite not having sought planning 
: permission. 

Two applications have now been submitted, to cover the work done and allow 
construc-tion of a road through the site. 

The applications, which could still be rejected by the planning committee, 
r Bcoriecti 
information. Estate 

aeent DudJev Smdeton said the 3.000-slrona community would not take the 
invasion Ivina down, 
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finished. 

'These people know all the intricacies of planning Saw and do all they can to 
frus-irate progress and elongate their stay/ 

The invasion follows similar incidents at Tottenham, Cambridgeshire, and 
Eckmg-ton, Worcestershire. 

At the Pangbourne site, spokesman James Quinn said they were staying within 
the law. 'We have made our appli-cations and we will have to see how it turns 
out/ 

Standing among shiny cam- vans and four-wheel -drive v chicles, Mr Quinn said 
he and his extended family had come to England to escape the escalating drug 
problem in their homeland. 

"This is the first time we have been in. England. We bought the land because it 
is big enough for what we need 

and to have our horses on/ Homffowner Dick McCall can see the site from his 
back gar-den. 'You have to think about your house price,' he said. 'If things 
get worse I am sure it will devalue, I am mindful about moving because when 
you have made an investment you have to watch it' 

Kenneth Grahame drew on childhood memories spent playing alongside the 
Thames, near Pangbourne for The Wind in The Willows, and. moved to the 
village when he retired. He died in his cottage, the Old Forge, in 1932. 

His friend, the artist E H Shepard, also drew upon Pangbourne's riverside 
views for inspiration when he was asked to illustrate the adven-tures of Ratty, 
Mole and Toad. 

Enjoying a pint yesterday at the riverside Swan Inn. a 64-year-old homeowner 
said wist- fully: This is a beautiful place. There were no rubbish dumps in The 
Wind in The Willows/ 
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